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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The nenbers of t he I11inois House of
Representatives are proud to congratulate Paul Roosevelt
G bson of Chicago on his retirenent on June 28, 2002, as the
Manager of t he IIlinois Ofice of Mnority Business
Devel opnent for the Illinois Departnment of Commerce and

Community Affairs Small Business Division; and

WHEREAS, In addition to serving as Manager of the
I[I'linois Ofice of Mnority Business Devel opnent, M. G bson
al so manages a special assignnent as Acting Director of the
Chicago One Stop Capital Shop of the Chicago Enpower nent

Zone/ Enterprise Communities Progran and

VWHEREAS, M. G bson has been wth the Departnment of
Commer ce and Communi ty Affairs since 1982, providing
techni cal, managenent, and financial assistance to mnority
entrepreneurs; he serves as the policy and program advocate
for mnority business owners and rel evant organi zations; One
Stop Capital Shop duties involve business and econonmc
revitalization efforts for the designated inner city South,

West, and Pilsen/Little Village areas of Chicago; and

WHEREAS, M. G bson's previous positions include service
as Special Assistant to Governor Thonpson for Mnority
Affairs, 1llinois State Director for the federal agency
ACTI ON, nmenber of the Peace Corp, Vista, and Senior vol unteer

prograns, State Director for Uban and Ethnic Education of

the 1llinois State Board of Education, Executive Director of
the 1llinois Section Ofice of t he Aneri can Canpi ng
Associ ation, insurance salesman, president and owner of

G bson & Associ ates, resident canp director, and teacher with

t he Chi cago Board of Education; and

VHEREAS, M. G bson was born and raised in the South but

is a product of Chicago schools, graduating from WlIls High
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School; he earned his bachelor's degree in education from
Roosevelt University and his master's degree in educational

adm ni stration from DePaul University; and

VWHEREAS, \V/ g G bson serves on the Chicago United
Way/ Crusade Board representing the United Way of Suburban
Chicago; he is Chairman of the Village of d enwod Human
Rel ati ons Conm ssion and board nmenber of the South Suburban
Regi onal Advisory Board of Catholic Charities; M. Gbson is
a nmenber of the NAACP, the Uban League, the Mnority

Council, and the American Canpi ng Associ ation; and

WHEREAS, M. Gbson is nmarried to Margaret G bson and
they have four adult children and five grandchildren; his
retirement wll give him the opportunity to enjoy his
numer ous hobbi es, which include playing chess, woodwor ki ng,

traveling, reading, and golfing; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINAO S, that
we congratulate Paul Roosevelt G bson on his retirenment and

wish himall the best in his endeavors; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be

presented to Paul G bson as an expression of our esteem
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